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Texas PTA Positions

2006

I, Education

A.06.

B.06.

C.06.

D.0s.

E.05.

F.05.

G.04.

Mandatory Recess in Our
Elementary Schools - PTA supports
mandatory recess in elementary schools.

Alternative Educational Programs
— Texas PTA supports the establishment of
standards for the educational programs in
alternative education settings.

Dropouts ~ PTA supports identification
and tracking of dropouts at all grade levels.

Reduced Class Sizes - PTA supports
legislation which addresses class size in
core subjects for grades 5 through 12 and
supports state funding for the costs associat-
ed with legislative limitation on class size.

School Boards and Personnel - PTA
opposes mandatory bilateral decision making
between school boards and personnel.

Non-Public School Guidelines -
PTA supports requiring non-public schools to
meet guidelines that would ensure a quality
education for all children.

School Nurses - PTA supports requiring
a full-time registered nurse for every school
or cooperative of schools with 1,000 or more
students.

H.04. School Counselors - PTA supports

1.04.

J.04.

K.03.

L.03.

requiring a full-time counselor for every
school or cooperative of schools with 500 or
more students.

Enrichment TEKS - Texas PTA supports
requiring that the Texas Essential Knowiedge
and Skills (TEKS) be taught in the enrich-
ment curriculum to ensure that all children
have access to a well-balanced curriculum.

Site Based Decision Making Reps
— Texas PTA supports requiring parent repre-
sentatives on the campus and district-wide
site based decision making committees be
selected by parents.

Dyslexia - PTA supports allowing modifi-
cations and/or accommodations on the TAAS
Test for students with dyslexia and/or related
disorders as set forth by the individual stu-
dent's ARD or “504" committee. Such stu-
dents may be exempt from the TAAS Test
until such time that a TAAS Test for dyslexic
and related disorders students is developed
and field tested.

Programs for At-Risk Students -
PTA supports extended programs for chil-
dren at risk.

Texas PTA is a noncommercial,
nonsectarian-nonpartisan
organization that promotes the

welfare of children and youth.

Texas PTA does
not endorse any
candidate or

political party.

1. Health, Welfare and Safety

A.06.

B.06.

C.05.

D.05.

E.05.

F.05.

G.05.

H.05.

Parental Rights Concerning
Committing Youth to Mental/
Behavioral Health Care Facilities -
Texas PTA supports the retention of parental
rights regarding mental/behavior health care
decisions pertaining to their children, includ-
ing commitment to mental/behavioral health
care facilities, until the child reaches the age
of eighteen.

Substance Abuse Treatment
Facilities — PTA supports increasing the
availability of substance abuse treatment
facilities.

CHIP/CPS Funding - PTA supports full
funding of the Children’s Health Insurance
Program (CHIP) and the Child Protective
Services (CPS) in order to protect children
and their health.

Expanded Newborn Screening -
PTA supports expanding the screening of all
newbomns for physical and/or mental disor-
ders that may not be readily apparent to facil-
itate early detection and treatment.

Safe Campuses — PTA supports safe
campuses and other school district facilities.

School Staff Trained in CPR - PTA
supports requiring the presence of at least
one adult staff person trained in CPR and
first aid at each school building during
school hours.

Alcohol, Drugs and Tobacco - PTA
supports strengthening the laws dealing with
the use or abuse of alcohol, drugs and
tobacco.

Smoking — PTA supports restriction of
smoking in public places.

1.04.

J.05.

K.05.

L.04.

M.04.

N.04.

0.04.

P.03.

Q.03.

R.03.

Forfeiture and Seizure Proceeds -
PTA supports dedicating a portion of forfei-
ture and seizure proceeds to substance
abuse prevention and education.

Child Abuse Laws - PTA supports
strengthening child abuse laws and case
worker funding.

Laws Governing Day Care
Centers — PTA supports strengthening
laws governing day-care centers and
increasing their availability.

Door-to-Door Sales - PTA supports
banning door-to-door sales by children 17
and under without parental accompaniment.

Sexually Oriented Businesses -
Texas PTA supports regulations and/or legis-
lation to ensure that sexually oriented busi-
nesses cannot locate within 1,000 feet of a
residential area, school, religious facility,
library, recreational facility, public park, or
school activity center.

State Matching Funds - Texas PTA
supports appropriation or designation of
state funds at any time to secure the maxi-
mum federal dollars available for children’s
programs in Texas.

Tobacco Settlement Money - Texas
PTA supports directing tobacco settlement
money to programs that benefit children.

Gun Safety — PTA supports legislation on
gun safety and gun safety education.

TB Testing — PTA supports TB testing of
children and school personnel.

Suicide Prevention - PTA supports in-
service training for school personnel regard-
ing suicide prevention.
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2006

FUNDING

Resolved that Texas PTA implores the govermnor
of this state in conjunction with the Legislative
Budget Board to use their statutory powers to pro-
vide adequate funding for current textbook pur-
chases as required by the Texas Constitution.

Resolved that Texas PTA encourages the gover-
nor and the Texas legislature to fully fund the
state’s portion of all other public education expens-
es for future legislative bienniums and to make
funding of enroliment growth a top priority for the
state, as it is with local school boards.

SCHOOL CHOICE

Resolved that Texas PTA assume a leadership
position in raising questions and exploring ideas that

- will help legislators, policy makers and school dis-

tricts make sound judgments on issues of school
choice.
_Resolved that Texas PTA recommends that

‘school on a 39%.. basis, and to
%ggmsnmggmgaé

“PLAYGROUND SAFETY

Resolved that Texas PTA urges their _08_ units .

.;5<o.<oaaau3083o

VIOLENCE PREVENT _OZ
EDUCATION

. Resolved that Texas PTA shall promote educat-
ing youth and the community about violence and
' shall promote providing practical skills for prevent-

~ “Resolved that Texas PTA supports training chik-
P %S,.s, :Sso.aa 8353&:3: and youth vio-

Resolved that Texas PTA supports fine artsinthe
core curriculum.

Resolved that Texas PTA supports 89:58 fine
arts to be utllized for integrated instruction as iw__ i
as maintaining their own integrity. v

£ entities to adopt a playground 3»58:»:8 :
E list to insure safe play areas for our children.

|~ PROHIBITING ALCOHOL
wgomm AT PTA FUN

choice options and alternatives for public.schools -

should ensure that a viable public school system is

‘sustained in every community; ‘parents have the -

opportunity for involvement in their children’s edu-
cation; a fair and equitable selection process is
maintained for schools of choice; adequate and
objective information is- provided so gbﬂd:ﬁ
can make informed choice decisions for all chil-
dren, including those with special needs;’ “have
equal opportunity to participate in the choice plan;
appropriate and free transportation is provided. for
all students participating in the choice plan.

Resolved that Texas PTA provides information
and guidelines to local units and counclls that
would facilitate understanding and discussion, and
enable members to make informed aoo.m_ozm on
issues of school choice.

PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT

Resolved that Texas. PTA encourages the
Commissioner of Education to establish an Office
of Parental Involvement at the Texas Education
Agency to conduct research and maintain resource

. _Resolved that the Texas PTA encourage
" councils and districts to promote education
ents, students, teachers and the community in
ognizing signs and circumstances that may &u
potential outbursts of violence.

Resolved that the Texas PTA support efforts fo
ensure that adequate counseling and other support
services are available in the elementary, middie
and secondary schools of Texas.

Resolved that the Texas PTA support Bommc.dw
" to'improve the ability of school staff to respomd- 1o
incidents that may occur, and promote the i

_ g&s&._.oxma 3>§v3§:6 fo
“the extet possible, altemative placements for stu-
‘dents removed from the regular school program.
Resoived that Texas PTA commits to working col-
laboratively with community agencies; city, county
and state governments; and the judiciary to resolve
issues affecting school and community safety.
Resolved that Texas PTA supports providing
nities for schools and students to prepare
o moaozonaﬁ._.mxmm_u;suoam._%,o:%

- EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR
-INSTITUTE OF MEDICINE
RECOMMENDATIONS ON

ALCOHOL ADVERTISING PLACEMENT

Resolved that the Texas PTA supports that public
health agencies monitor the placement and limita-
tion of alcohol advertising.
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Position Statement - SUPPORT FOR PUBLIC
EDUCATION

The National PTA believes that all levels of the government (federal, state and local) have a central role in
providing services that support public education and must share in providing adequate funding for our schools.

VOUCHERS, TUITION TAX CREDITS AND DEDUCTIONS

The National PTA opposes vouchers, tax credits, deductions and other such funding sources for public and
nonpublic preschool, elementary and secondary school tuition and other education-related expenses for public
and nonpublic school students.

The National PTA supports our system of public education as the major vehicle for perpetuating the basic
values of a democratic system of government. This system must be strengthened and continue to be governed
by public officials accountable to the public and supported by adequate funding.

CHARTER SCHOOLS

The National PTA acknowledges charter schools as one avenue to school reform and supports the concept of
charter schools only if the schools reflect the positions and principles of the National PTA.

The National PTA will support legislation or policy decisions relating to charter schools that adhere to and
comply with applicable laws and guidelines set forth for other public elementary and secondary educational
institutions.

BUSINESS INVOLVEMENT IN THE SCHOOLS

National PTA recognizes that all components of a child's environment--home, school, community, and
business--must actively be involved in cooperative relationships.

Although public moneys must remain the primary source of funds for providing each and every student with a
quality education, many businesses have resources that can enhance the learning environment. It is important
that any school/business partnership promote equity within the school community. Enrichment opportunities
should benefit all children.

This position statement was written to update and combine resolutions and position statements concerning
“Support for Public Education”. The original resolutions and position statements will be archived in the
Historical Records as reference on this issue




